Patterns of cytokeratin expression by neoplastic and non-neoplastic epithelium.
Eighty-one epithelial lesions were studied immunohistologically for cytokeratin protein expression using three anticytokeratins CAM 5.2, NCL5D3 and RCK102. Consistent differences were noted between squamous and glandular neoplasms. Squamous and cutaneous carcinomas were found to preferentially express higher molecular weight cytokeratins than adenocarcinomas. In addition, tumours of similar morphology from different sites showed differences in expression of these markers. Differences in pattern were also found between benign and malignant lesions in the case of liver and urinary bladder. Thus the value of cytokeratin profile analysis in characterisation of epithelial neoplasms is confirmed and may be useful in distinguishing benign from malignant tumours in some instances.